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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5811

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2003 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Children & Famly Services & Corrections
(originally sponsored by Senators Hargrove, Stevens and MAuliffe)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 24/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to the involvenent of the birth famly in foster
care; amendi ng RCW 13. 34. 260; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that a | arge group of
children spend a significant part of their lives in foster care. Each
i ndi vidual connected to a child in an out-of-hone placenent nust have
an abiding appreciation of the seriousness of the child s separation
fromhis or her famly and the past, whether that separation is short,
| ong, or permanent in nature. It is the intent of the legislature to
recogni ze and honor the history and the famly connections that each
child brings to an out-of-honme placenent.

The legislature finds that creating and sanctioning a connection
between a child's birth parents and foster famly, when appropriate,
can result in better relationships anong birth famlies, children,
foster famlies, and social workers. Creating and sanctioning this
connection can result in greater foster placenment stability and fewer
di sruptions for children, as well as greater satisfaction for foster
parents and soci al workers.
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Sec. 2. RCW 13.34.260 and 2002 ¢ 52 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) In an attenpt to mnimze the inherent intrusion in the lives
of famlies involved in the foster care systemand to mai ntain parental
authority where appropriate, the departnent, absent good cause, shal
follow the wi shes of the natural parent regarding the placenent of the
chil d. Preferences such as famly constellation, si bling
rel ationships, ethnicity, and religion shall be considered when
mat ching children to foster hones. Parental authority is appropriate
in areas that are not connected with the abuse or neglect that resulted
in the dependency and shall be integrated through the foster care team

(2) Wen a child is placed in out-of-hone care foster parents are
encour aged to:

(a) Provide consultation to the foster care team based upon their
experience with the child placed in their care;

(b) Assist the birth parents by helping them understand their
child' s needs and correlating appropriate parenting responses;

(c) Participate in educational activities, and enter into
comunity-building activities with birth famlies and other foster
famlies;

(d) Transport children to famly tine visits with birth famlies
and assist children and their famlies in nmaxim zing the purposeful ness
of famly tine.

(3) For purposes of this section, "foster care teanml neans the
foster parent currently providing care, the currently assigned socia
wor ker, and the parent or parents; and "birth famly" neans the persons
described in RCW 74.15.020(2)(a).

~-- END ---
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